
QUESNEL’S FAMILY TREE FARMS AWARDED TURKEY QUOTA 

Shawn Jennings and Melaine Dydynsky with daughters Indie and 
Meija have been in Quesnel three years having moved here from 
Powell River, BC.  The family decided it was time to get out of 
the rain; they searched the province choosing Quesnel as their 
home.  Quesnel offered them a dryer sunnier climate as well as 
affordable real estate.   

Pursing a lifestyle where they could stay at home, raise their 
children and work from home, they settled into a 50-acre farm 
nestled between Puntchesakut Lake and the Nazko Valley.   

Shawn and Melanie researched many different agriculture 
options for their farm and decided that the turkey growing 
industry was a good fit for them.  The idea seemed very viable 
and gave them the opportunity to do what was most important 
to their growing family.   “We looked into other sectors of 
farming, turkeys seem profitable and there was no one 
operating under a turkey quota in the Central Interior,” says 

Jennings. 

In November 2009, Shawn and Melanie began putting their dream into reality.  Farm Credit Canada and 
BC Farm Business Advisory Services program was instrumental in developing the Family Tree Farms 
three year financial and business plan.    

The process is underway for Family Tree Farms to become a certified organic farm.  Shawn and Melanie 
feel very strongly about going the organic route.  They believe in the organic standards and practices, 
which include no GMO products, pesticides, herbicides, antibiotics and humane treatments of the 
animals.  They are expecting the certification by the end of the summer.  

A major step for the farm’s future as well as our local agricultural industry was to receive turkey quota 
from British Columbia Turkey Marketing Board.  This means they can grow 15,000 kg live weight which 
loosely translates into approximately 2000 turkeys per year.  As part of the application process Shawn 
and Melanie had to prove that they had an adequate means of processing their quota.  The Cariboo 
Central Poultry Producers Association will provide licensed Class”B” processing services with the newly 
constructed Mobile Poultry Unit.   

 When approaching Family Tree Farms the first think you notice is their newly constructed 4000 sq. ft.  
turkey barn.  The packaged Animal Livestock Building, 
imported from Quebec, is made by Harnois. Even 
with the help of several friendly neighbours, the 
construction of the unit was fairly labour intensive 
but is now successfully housing approximately 250 
poults.   Within this building, Shawn and Melanie 
have constructed a smaller 20 X 20 wooden brooding 
structure.  The watering and feeding systems have 
proven to be extremely successful and the wood chip 
style bedding offers the poults a clean and 
comfortable home.  The thriving, week old, turkeys 



are curious and happy little birds.  The birds have access to the outdoors, approximately three acres to 
roam free and their indoor space is substantially larger compared to a commercial turkey farm.  Healthy 

happy birds translate to a tastier healthier meal and happier consumer.   

   

Where can you buy your fresh, local, organic certified Thanksgiving or Christmas Turkey? Check the 

Quesnel Farmers’ Market, local meat markets and grocery stores, and look for local advertising.  They 
will also be available direct from the farm. 

 



The farm is progressing with a Bio-Security plan as well as perhaps hosting a docking station where the 
Cariboo Central Interior Poultry Producers Mobile Poultry Unit will dock and on site slaughter will take 
place.  This will alleviate the need to transfer agitated birds.   

The future is bright for Family Tree Farms, but rest assured that such success would not go the heads of 
this family.  We are sure that customers will want to return year after year to visit these friendly, 
welcoming and delightful farmers.  Shawn and Melanie are not afraid of challenge, change and 
commitment.  With continued hard work, they may prove to be one of our Region’s most successful 
producers.   

For more information on Family Tree Farms, located at 650 Tibbles Lake Road, Quesnel, BC, call 
250.249.5755 or email  melaniedydynsky@hotmail.com                        

You can also find information on the Cariboo Central Interior Poultry Producers Association’s Mobile 
Processing Unit (MPU) at www.ccippa.ca or call our office at 250.992.1511. 
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